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it would induce a debility at home, or a depopulation
which no4 foreign dominion could compenfate. It
was perhaps the overftrained cxcitions of the Portu-
guefc and bpaniih nations, co-operating \\ith a more
than ordinary corruption of manners, that has lower-
ed the pou er and confequcncc of thefe kingdoms in
the fcalc of Europe, to a degree which no acquifition
c.f \vvaliJi am retrieve.

HAPPILY for Great Britain, the defence of this
country does not neceflarily require fuch a propor-
tiotx of its inhabitants. The natives are themfelvcs
excellent foldiers while under the difcipline and
command of European officers: they are not only
expert in their exercile, but diftinguiihed by a cool
and fteady bravery which would do honour to any
troops* The revenue of the country will always be
adequate to defray the charge of a fufficient number
of native troops, if managed with any economy; and
the fubordination which they have ever fliown, is a
Full fecurity for their fidelity. The army has on
every'.occafioii been fubmiflive to its commanders;
the individuals of which it is compofed have facrificcd
to difcipline more of their prejudices, than can be
found in any other inftance. Brahmins, and perfons
of the higher calls,, are commanded by their inferiors
in rank without a murmur upon actual duty. Many
inftanccs may perhaps be produced in "uhich they
hare been deprived of part uf their fmall allowan-
ce^ by the mean artifices of their fuperito j but i
'                                                           believe